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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 11 iulv 2003 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-34 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-34 are allowed. The prior art of record fail to teach a multiple 
node network comprising, among other limitations, one of a plurality of terminal 
nodes allocating an arbitrary network address upon receiving no allocated 
network address from a management node when the terminal node is attempting 
to join the network, wherein the terminal node determining that management 
node is faulty, the arbitrary network address being converted to a network 
address by the terminal node when no other terminal node has a network 
address identical to the arbitrary address or has been assigned the arbitrary 
address; a communication method between a plurality of nodes in a network 
comprising using the arbitrary network address as the network address for one 
terminal node if the arbitrary network address is not identical to a network 
address used by one of other terminal nodes; and a system in which each 
terminal node determines whether the management node has failed to assign the 
terminal node a network address and assigning itself a network address that is 
not currently used by any other terminal node active on the network. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Dawson (US 5,390,188) teaches method monitoring the 
performance within a ring communication network; Jinzaki (US 2002/0124060 
A1) teaches retrieving a name of a communications node in a communication 



Application/Control Number: 10/618,449 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3661 

network; and Fujino et al. (US 2001/0049579 A1) teaches a diagnostic system for 
an engine. None of these references teaches the above novel limitations. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Yonel Beaulieu whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-4072. The examiner can normally be reached on M-R, from 0900- 
1600. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Thomas BLACK can be reached on (703) 305-8233. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




